
supplies

Build a Thaumatrope

 Trace around 
the mug to trace 
two perfect circles

Cut the circles out 
with the scissors

Draw a little bird in the center 
of the circle of one and a cage 
on the other

Glue the two discs 
together with the 
pencil in the middle

Holding the pencil 
between your two hands 
rub them together so that 
the designs flip back and forth

WOW !!! The little bird 

appears to be inside the cage

TIP: BE SURE TO DRAW THE CAGE LARGER THAN THE BIRD TO OBTAIN A MORE REALISTIC EFFECT

A MUG OR GLASS GLUE STICK

CARDSTOCK
COLORED PENCILS OR MARKERS

SCISSORS
PENCIL

what’s 
happening

Animated cartoons use this same effect: 
Flipping  quickly through 

a series of drawings
creates the illusion of motion

When the disc twirls back and forth, 
our eyes and brain superimpose 

one image over the other literally stitching 
them together into a single image.
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