
A  B  C  D  E  F
 G

 H
 I  J K L M N O P Q

 R
 S

  
T

 U
 V

 W
 X

 Y  Z

A
 B

 C
 D  E  F  G  H  I   J  K

 L
 M

 N
 O

 P Q R S  T U V

 W
 X

 Y
 Z

1
2

3
4

PR
INT

 CUT AND GLUE

SUPPLIES

make a cipher

Print out the pattern 
of the cipher’s parts

Glue onto a piece of cardstock,
cut out the parts and then 
connect them together 
with the brass brad

Choose a KEY 
letter like
for example Now turn the inner disk so 

that the pointer lines up 
with the key letter

BRASS BRAD GLUE STICK

PRINTER SCISSORS
CARD STOCK

V

To decipher the coded message, you need to establish with your friend the key letter that you have chosen. In this way, only the two of you can read the secret messages.

Create your 
first secret 

CODED MESSAGE!

The Egyptian Pharaohs were 
known for writing secret instructions 

to their generals using a variety of 
hieroglyphs.  The Roman emporior Julius Caesar 

was famous for substituting letters with others in 
his orders to armed forces.  Over time, many code 

systems have been developed. During World War II, 
there was a type of electro-mechanical tool that was 
used like a sophisticated computer designed to protect 
digital documents.

5 Look at the letters 
of the words that you 
would like to write inscribed
on the inner disk and then 
substitute them for the ones 
that correspond on the outer disk



INNER DISK

OUTER DISK WITH 
KEY LETTERS
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